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PARLIAMENTARY REPORT

Foreign university Bill
gets panel’s support

By PrasHanT K. Nanpa
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

parliamentary panel on
Monday supported a pro-
posed foreign university Bill
that seeks to allow overseas
educational institutes to set up
campuses in India and award
academic degrees.

The parliamentary standing
committee related to the hu-
man resources development
ministry said the proposed leg-
islation will help maintain the
“standards of higher education

- within the*country... The com-

mittee also feels that enact-
ment of such legislation will
provide enhanced research
opportunities and access to in-
novative areas of study to Indi-
an students”.

Allaying concerns about res-
ervation for weaker sections of
society in foreign universities,
the committee headed by Con-
gress party parliamentarian
and former labour minister
Oscar Fernandes said these in-
stitutes will not be obliged to
adopt reservations on the basis
of caste. “Since the reservation
law is not applicable to private
higher educational institutes
at present, it cannot be made
applicable to foreign educa-
tional institutions for the time

being.”
The panel, after examining
suggestions from  various

stakeholders for 14 months,
however, said such legislation
is necessary as regulators such
as the All India Council for

Technical Education (AICTE)
have failed to perform their
duty efficiently.

“What is more disturbing is
that AICTE regulations for en-
try and operation of foreign
universities imparting techni-
cal education in India notified
on 16 May 2005 have failed to
regulate the activities of for-
eign education providers deal-
ing with technical education,”
the report prepared by the
panel said, adding that only
“five-six institutions™ running
programmes with foreign enti-
ties without approval from Al-
CTE have been issued notice.

The panel has suggested that
only institutes accredited by
their home country should be
allowed to start operations in
India for the sake of quality ed-
ucation. This was also pointed
out by an expert committee
headed by scientist C.N.R. Rao.
The Bill, however, has not said
that so far.

The committee report is sig-
nificant in the wake of Indian
students being cheated by uni-
versities such as Tri-Valley and
Northern Virginia in the US,
which did not have accredita-
tion in their home country.

The “committee feels that
recommendations regarding
initial approval, that too, for
only those foreign education
providers accredited in the
home country followed by ex-
tension of approval after re-
view of their performance
needs to be looked into”, the
report stated, a copy of which
has been reviewed by Mint.
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House panel pushes for monitoring
foreign varsities to ward off fakes

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Parliament’s standing
committee hasraised concerns about
the Foreign Educational Institutions
(regulation of entry and operations)
Bill, 2010, and said the HRD ministry
should have carried out larger con-
sultations with stakeholders.

The committee also said model of
different countries given by the min-
istry cannot be followed blindly. It ad-
vised a cautious approach in the ini-
tial years. The panel, headed by Oscar
Fernandes, asked the government to
ensure that unscrupulous institu-
tions are kept at bay by having a via-
ble mechanism of monitoring of
these institutions at various levels by
the concerned regulatory bodies at
both central and state levels.

But it did not agree with Indian
Council of Universities that chal-
lenged the constitutional validity of
the proposed law. Standing commit-
tee said education beinga concurrent
subject a Central law should be con-
sidered a welcome step. The Commit-

1

KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH

tee also agreed with the ministry for
not making any provision for reser-
vation in foreign educational institu-
tions. It said since quota is not appli-
cable to private higher educational
institutions it cannot be applied to
foreign universities, who would es-
tablish their centres in India.

CPM'’s Prasanta Kumar Majum-
dar and P K Biju put their note of dis-
sent, voicing their concerns about
many provisions.

L]

The panel agreed with reserva-
tions expressed by the health minis-
try about omission of the role of Med-
ical Council of India in granting
permission to foreign facuity or for-
eign medical institutions. It also
agreed with concerns expressed by
the University Grants Commission
and JNU.

The panel also pointed out that
several key recommendations by an
expert committee, headed by CN R
Rao, have been disregarded.

Pointing out the failure of UGCto
regulate entry and operation of for-
eign educational institutions, the
standing committee said an inde-
pendent body should be there for ef-
fective monitoring of issues like cur-
ricullum, fee, faculty salary
structures ete.

Another recommendation was on
thelocation of foreigneducational in-
stitutions. It said besides sensitivify
of thelocation, availability of higher
educational institutions in that par-
ticular area should be the criterion
for grant of approval,
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India, Oz for new
student credit
mobility system

MECHANISM If implemented, a student here will be
able to do part of the course in Australia and vice-versa

Chetan Chauhan

m chatanFhindistantimas, com

NEW DELHE India and Australia
are looking for a new mecha-
nism for credit transfer to
ensure better mobility between
of students the two countries.
It will mean that a student
in an Indian university or a col-
legre will be able to do part of his
course in an Australian univer-
sity and wvice-versa for
Australian students,

“We want our students to be
exposed to  India," said
Australian minister for tertiary
education Chris Evans,

There was an agreement
between the vice-chancellor of
the universitios of the two coun-
tries at the first meeting of India
Australia Edueation Forum con-
stituted in 2008, Fifty vice-chan-
cellors from Australia and 14
from Australia participated in
the discussion on Sunday,

HRD minister Kapil Sibal on
Monday said although the viee-

l'r]illlt‘t‘lltlt‘.‘i were on the same

THE BILL

page, the modalities needed Lo
be worked out on the credit-
transfer system.

“Student mobility could be
ensured only il there was assur-
ance regarding quality of edu-
cation and if qualifications were
recognised,” he said.

The two countries also agreed
to explore the possibility of shar-
ing of students in area of voea-
tional education,

Sibal said the national voca-
tional eduecation qualification
framework would be ready by
end of this year which would
help in mobility of students.

The collaboration comes at
the time when Australia has wit-
nessed a fall in foreign students
of about 9.1% in May 2011, as
compared to same period in
2010,

It was mainly because of new
visa regime where financial sup-
port for a student to pursue edu-
cation in Australin was intro-
duced. “We don't want students
to come for work rather than
education,” Evans said.

Evans also belied the fears
about security of Indian stu-
dents saying that they have put
a system in place for proactive
action in case of any attack. He
also said that all colleges have
been asked to re-register to
close down fake educational
institutions attracting foreign
students. “Survey among Indian
students show they are satis-
fied with the facilities available.
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It’s not a miracle, this
robot can Wa]k on water

Washington: Scientists claim to have devel-
oped an aguatic robot which can now wallo or
runonwater. Aninternational team saysthat
the microrobot mimics the amazing water-
walkingabilifies of water strider —the long-
legeed insect thatscoots across the surfaceof
ponds, lakes and otherwaterways.

The bicnic microrobot incorporates im-
provements over previous devices of this
kind that position it as a prime candidate for
military spy missions, water pollution maoni-
toring, and otherapplications, said the scien-
tists and researchers.

“Walking on the water surface is adream
of humans, but it 1sexactly the way of 1ife for
some aquatic insects,” =aid team leader Qin-
min Pan, Zhejiang Unl‘i."E:I'SlT.‘_i.f associate pro-
fessor of chemical engineering, who has
achieved this rare feat.. The robot can walk
on water because of 1ts highly water-repel-
lent (superhydrophobic)legs, says the team.

The scientists describe progress on a new
robot, with a body about the size of aguarter;
10 water-repellent, wire legs; and two mova-
ble, oarlike legs — propelled by two minia-
ture motors.

“Because the weight of the microrobot,
which isequal to that of aboutasiwater strid-
ers, one might expect that itwill sink quickly
when placed on the water surface,” say the

scientists.

Howewer, it stands effortlessly on water
surfaces and also walks and turns freely
according to the findings which are publish-
ed in the ‘Applied Materials & Interfaces’
journal. The new robot has a body about the
size of a quarter; 10 water-repellent, wire
legs; and two mowvable, oar-like legs - pro-
pelled by two miniature motors. gn
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